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Hospitality and Hostility in a Moving World 
12th May 2016 - Institute of Advanced Studies, University College London

Conference Programme

9.00 – 9.45: Registration and Coffee

9.45 – 10.00: Welcome and Introduction
Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh, Claire Dwyer and Tamar Garb (UCL)

10.00 – 11.00: Keynote Lecture
Michaël Neuman (Médecins Sans Frontiers / Centre de réflexion sur l’action et les 
savoirs humanitaires (CRASH): The “Migration crisis” in Europe 2015 - 2016. The 
MSF experience

11.00 – 11.15: Coffee

11.15 – 13.00: Session One 
(including two parallel panels in two separate venues)

Panel 1:  Journeys through Hospitality and Hostility 
Venue: IAS Common Ground

Panel Chair: Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh

•  Charlotte Loris-Rodionoff (UCL): In Search of a Dignified Life and a Stable 
Future: Syrian Refugees Navigating State Policies in Turkey and Europe

•  Silvia Pasquetti (Newcastle University): In Search of Refuge: Asylum, Mobility, 
and Inequality in Italy

•  Tom Bailey (Mechanical Animal Corporation): The Empty Space: Performing 
Migration at the Good Chance Theatre, Calais

•  Francesca Meloni and Elaine Chase (UCL-IOE): Seeking viable futures: 
Unaccompanied young people’s experiences of negotiating hospitality and 
hostility as they ‘become adult’ in the UK 

•  Lotte Buch Segal (University of Copenhagen): Aching Relations: Care, Kinship 
and Pain in Families of Torture Survivors from the Middle East
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Panel 2:  Negotiating Reception, Mediation and Rejection 
Venue: Pearson Building Lecture Theatre 

Panel Chair: Claire Dwyer

•  Kat Eghdamian (UCL): Religion and Religious Minority Refugees: Hospitality 
and Integration in Jordan 

•  Aila Spathopoulou (King’s College London): Degrees of “Europeaness” on the 
Aegean Turkish-Greek border

•  Jennifer Allsopp (University of Oxford): P is for Pope, M is for Mafia: 
Unaccompanied Young Migrants and Refugees in Italy Forging a Path through 
the Mixed Economy of Welfare

•  Robin Vandevoordt (University of Antwerp): The Politics of Food: When 
Hospitality Becomes a Site of Contention 

•  Nikolay Mintchev (UCL-IGP): Can Ethnic Diversity be a Public Good? Social 
Prosperity, Immigration, and Inequality in two East London Boroughs

13.00 – 13.45: Lunch
Venue: IAS Common Ground

13.45 – 15.30: Session Two
(including two parallel panels in two separate venues)

Panel 3: Hospitality and Hostility in Global Spaces 
Venue: IAS Common Ground

Panel Chair: Alice Elliot 

•  Tahir Zaman (SOAS): Narratives of Religious Hospitality in Turkey
•  Huda Tayob (UCL): Black Markets: Invisible spaces of hospitality in Cape Town, 

South Africa
•  Nerea Amoros (UCL): Producing Space and Childhood in East African Refugee 

Camps
•  Mette Berg (UCL-IOE): Hospitality and Hostility in the Global City: Latin Americans 

in London
•  Pierluigi Musaro and Pamela Delargy (LSE): With or Without borders? Reformist 

and Radical Contestations of Fortress Europe 
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Panel 4: The Politics of Solidarity and Exclusion 
Venue: Pearson Building Lecture Theatre 

Panel Chair: Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh

•  Ralph Wilde (UCL Law): When migrants make perilous sea crossings: the causal 
role of international law

•  Sabine Selchow (LSE and UCL-IGP): “The Refugee” as an Engine of German 
Innovation: Anatomy of a Discourse and the (“Cosmopolitanised”) Germany it 
Produces

•  Anna Lindley (SOAS): Engaging with the Hostile Environment: Exploring 
Volunteering and Activism around Immigration Detention in the UK

•  Giles Pitt (UCL): Visibility, Invisibility and Hostipitality at Milan’s Central Station
•  Erin K. Wilson (University of Groningen): Sociodicy, Solidarity, and Religious-

Sensitive Policy-Making in the Global Politics of Migration
•  Dominic Davies (University of Oxford): Crossing Borders, Bridging Boundaries: 

Testimonial Comics and Empathising Readerships in Josh Neufeld’s ‘The Road 
to Germany: $2400 and PositiveNegatives’ A Perilous Journey

15.30 – 16.00: Coffee

16.00 – 17.00: Plenary
Art in a Moving World: Zineb Sedira and Tamar Garb in Conversation
Venue: IAS Common Ground

17.00 – 17.30: Closing Remarks
Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh, Claire Dwyer and Michaël Neuman

The Hospitality and Hostility in a Moving World Conference is convened by  
Dr. Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh and Dr. Claire Dwyer of the Migration Research Unit 
(UCL Department of Geography) as part of a broader series of events coordinated 
in 2016 by the UCL-wide interdisciplinary Refuge in a Moving World research 
network. This UCL-wide network is an initiative of the Institute of Advanced Studies 
in collaboration with the Institute of Global Prosperity. 

The conference is kindly supported through funding from UCL’s Grand Challenges 
of Intercultural Interaction programme and UCL’s Institute of Advanced Studies.
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Abstracts and Speakers’ Biographies

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

Michaël Neuman – Director of Studies at MSF/Crash
The “Migration crisis” in Europe 2015 – 2016: The MSF Experience

Bio: Michaël Neuman is a Director of Studies at MSF / Crash (Centre de Réflexion 
sur l’Action et les Savoirs Humanitaires), having joined Médecins Sans Frontières 
in 1999. He holds a Masters degree in Contemporary History and in International 
relations from Université Paris 1, and since joining MSF has alternated between 
missions in the field (the Balkans, the Caucasus, Southern Sudan and West Africa) 
and positions at MSF headquarters (in New York and Paris as Deputy Programme 
Manager). His work has also addressed political analysis and issues of immigration 
and geopolitics. From 2008-2010, Neuman served on the board of directors of the 
French and US sections of MSF. Among other works, he is a co-editor (with Claire 
Magone and Fabrice Weissman) of Humanitarian Negotiations Revealed: the MSF 
experience (Hurst and Co, London: 2011) and (with Fabrice Weissman) of Saving 
Lives and Staying Alive: Humanitarian Security in the Age of Risk Management 
(Hurst and Co, London: 2016).
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PANEL 1: JOURNEYS THROUGH HOSPITALITY AND HOSTILITY

Charlotte Loris-Rodionoff, University College London – Anthropology
In search of a dignified life and a stable future: Syrian refugees navigating state 
policies in Turkey and Europe

Abstract: In the aftermath of the Syrian uprising, many have been forced to flee 
to neighboring countries as the armed repression intensified and heavily targeted 
civilians. Turkey is until now seen as the most welcoming country amongst 
Syria’s neighbors and as offering the best living conditions for displaced Syrians. 
However, Syrians in Turkey are ‘guests’ rather than refugees. If being ‘guests’ did 
not immediately appear as a problem for many Syrians as they thought to quickly 
go back to their homes, the absence of official refugee status became problematic 
with the growing number of Syrians and the fading possibility of a near return. The 
absence of clear refugee status and access to citizenship, the lack of financial 
support, and new regulations limiting Syrians’ mobility inside, to and from Turkey 
increased the feeling of instability and uncertainty. This translated in very pragmatic 
issues: How would Syrians get official documents in case of marriage, birth or 
death? Would they become stateless once their passport expired? Would they 
have free access to and or support for education, health, housing, and work? 
This paper shall argue that one of the main causes for Syrians to leave Turkey for 
Europe is the lack of stability and certainty and the hostile state policies towards 
Syrians. Turkey seems to have become a hostile country for Syrians, a country 
where they have no rights and where they are not protected by the law. This directly 
translate into Syrians’ everyday life and make them fear for their future: what if their 
landlord will decide to raise their rent and they cannot pay it, what if they are not 
given an official authorization to travel to Europe for family reunion, what if the new 
ruling government decides to push back all refugees inside Syria? This hostility felt 
in Turkey does not mean that Europe is perceived as a hospitable place, yet it is 
seen as a place where their rights as refugees will be respected and where they 
will have a stable status and a more certain future.

Bio: Charlotte Loris-Rodionoff is a PhD candidate in Social and Cultural 
Anthropology at UCL. She has conducted ethnographic fieldwork with Syrians 
living in Southern Turkey between June 2014 and March 2016. Her PhD looks 
at the Syrian community in exile in the aftermaths of the 2011 revolution and the 
on-going war in Syria. Her research focuses on how the disruption created by 
revolution and exile is lived as a radical personal rupture that plays itself out in 
each of the core dimensions of Syrians’ life. Her work is part of CARP (Comparative 
Anthropologies of Revolutionary Politics), an ERC project comparatively examining 
revolutionary politics and subjectivities in Latin America and the Middle East. 
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Silvia Pasquettie, Newcastle University – Sociology
In Search of Refuge: Asylum, Mobility, and Inequality in Italy

Abstract: Drawing on eight months of fieldwork within and around two refugee 
centers in Italy, one in a marginalized Sicilian town and the other in a relatively wealthy 
Northern city, this paper explores how, in their relentless search for hospitable areas, 
asylum seekers relate to spatial mobility as a material and symbolic resource. It 
examines how, through their experiences and shared tales of mobility, they acquire 
a practical knowledge about Italy’s (and Europe’s) uneven socioeconomic and 
institutional context while, at the same time, through their experiences of distinct 
conditions of reception, they renegotiate their affective and dispositions towards 
mobility as a way of dealing with the precariousness of their lives. Specifically, the 
comparison between the two refugee centers highlights how the Sicilian refugee 
center operates on a generalized expectation of transiency while in the Northern 
city asylum seekers encounter a reception system encouraging them to settle in 
the city. As a result, asylum seekers relate to mobility in two distinct ways. 

In Sicily, even when they find (mostly precarious) employment or develop some 
relatively meaningful social ties, they typically consider their mobility practices 
and networks as their primary way of surviving in a hostile environment. Their 
experiences of institutional reception play a key role in reinforcing this disposition 
towards mobility. First, the refugee center itself uses “mobility”—expulsions—
both practically, to deal with what the center perceives as “troublemakers”, and 
discursively, to respond to asylum seekers’ complaints or anxieties (“leave if you are 
not happy here”). Second, the center’s expectations of asylum seekers’ transiency 
resonate with an established attitude among local residents towards migrants more 
generally, including those living and working in the town for more than ten years. 
Third, asylum seekers staying in the Sicilian refugee center inexorably interpret the 
center’s “employment and social projects” as a fictional performance barely hiding 
the generalized expectation that they will not find long-term hospitality in the town. 

By contrast, in the Northern city, the refugee center is driven by an ideal of settled 
and “integrated” lives for the asylum seekers and discourages them from leaving 
the city. This creates a distinct set of dilemmas for the asylum seekers staying at 
the center. On the one hand, many asylum seekers recount their experiences of 
moving between different Italian cities and regions in search of “a project” (“alla 
ricerca di un progetto”), that is a refugee center offering a well-planned set of 
activities (professional courses; language classes, etc.). These asylum seekers, 
some forcibly fingerprinted in Italy before reaching other desired destinations in 
Northern Europe, experience the center’s ideal of a settled life in a positive way 
despite the lingering precariousness of their lives. On the other hand, other asylum 
seekers staying at the center remain oriented towards mobility as a meaningful 
resource for their (near) future. In their case, mobility practices (e.g. chasing 
seasonal jobs outside the city or leaving the city for prolonged periods of time to 
visit family members in other European countries) stand in an uneasy relationship 
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with “the contract” that they have signed with the refugee center. To sum up, the 
paper discusses some preliminary findings on the interplay between institutional 
reception, socioeconomic inequality, and asylum seekers’ mobility practices and 
imaginaries within an unequal Italian (and European) context. 

Bio: Silvia Pasquetti is a Lecturer in Sociology at Newcastle University. Prior to 
joining Newcastle, she was a Research Associate in the Department of Sociology 
(2014-2015) and a Stipendiary Junior Research Fellow (2011-2014) at the 
University of Cambridge. She received her PhD in Sociology from the University 
of California at Berkeley in December 2011. Her research interests lie in political 
sociology, urban sociology, citizenship and displacement, the sociology of emotions, 
ethnography, the Middle East and Europe. Her work examines how macro-level 
forces such as humanitarianism, the economic crisis, and security are negotiated 
in everyday life, especially at the level of emotions and politics. Her published work 
can be found in international journals such as Theory & Society, Ethnic & Racial 
Studies, Law & Society Review, CITY, and Political Power and Social Theory. She 
is currently turning her PhD into a book. This book in progress explores the role 
of humanitarian, military, and policing agencies in West Bank camps and Israeli 
“mixed” cities. In addition, in 2015 she has conducted extensive fieldwork for two 
new, interrelated, projects: the first is an ethnography of refugee centers in Italy 
focused on imaginaries of Europe and mobility practices among asylum seekers; 
the second is an interview-based project about lived experiences of the economic 
crisis in Northern and Southern Italy.

Tom Bailey, The Mechanical Animal Corporation
The Empty Space: Performing Migration at the Good Chance Theatre, Calais

Abstract: This paper explores some of the experiences that theatre director Tom 
Bailey has encountered during his work with Good Chance Theatre, a performance 
space in the heart of the Calais ‘Jungle’. Set up by two British playwrights, the Good 
Chance has now become central to the cultural life of the camp, with performances and 
events almost every night. The setting up of the theatre has created a huge amount 
of fun, enjoyment and expression amongst both refugees and visiting artists. Theatre 
in refugee camps is nothing new; however, running a theatre in an ‘unofficial’ refugee 
camp has created a host of interesting practical, cultural and artistic challenges. This 
presentation takes a look at some of the daily work going on inside the theatre, trends 
in the way people at the Jungle express themselves, and how the theatre has been 
perceived both within and beyond the camp. Who uses it? How do people us the 
space? What are the expressive needs of people who arrive at the theatre space? 
Theatre and performance perhaps have very different connotations in the cultures 
where people have travelled from. What are the challenges of making theatre work 
with refugees, when one’s own artistic orientation is grounded in European aesthetic 
paradigms, and ideas of democratic/participatory art?
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Tom is developing a project called Zugunruhe, exploring issues of migration in both 
humans and birds. As part of this, he has been collecting traditional songs from 
people in the camp, looking to develop this into an audio installation with birdsong. 
The presentation takes an early-stage look at the process by which this is being 
explored and made. 

Bio: Tom Bailey is a theatre director and performer making work through his 
company, The Mechanical Animal Corporation (www.mechanimal.co.uk). The 
company makes a range of site-specific audio and theatre works. Tom was recently 
Artist in Residence at the National Trust, and is currently developing a Wellcome 
Trust-supported theatre project exploring spirit possession and psychiatry. He 
studied English at UCL and Cambridge University. 

Francesca Meloni and Elaine Chase, University College London – Institute of 
Education
Seeking viable futures: Unaccompanied young people’s experiences of negotiating 
hospitality and hostility as they ‘become adult’ in the UK 

Abstract: This paper considers the multiple overlapping and contradictory process 
of hospitality and hostility experienced by unaccompanied young people in the 
UK, as they “become adult”. Young people migrating to the UK on their own face 
uncertain futures as they turn 18. While some gain a more stable legal status from 
a “hospitable state”, others reach the end of their institutional protection as minors 
and face multiple hostilities, often culminating in deportation; forced illegality and 
invisibility; or lives of displacement as they seek to find hospitality in other parts of 
Europe or elsewhere in the world. 

Drawing on emerging findings from an ESRC-funded longitudinal study about the 
experiences of former unaccompanied children from Eritrea and Afghanistan in the 
UK (www.becomingadult.net), this paper discusses how young people navigate 
these contradictory processes of hospitality and hostility to reconstruct possible 
futures for themselves. How do young people negotiate these differing responses 
to their condition of being “in between” different age and social positions? What 
sorts of institutional and other responses influence their intentions for their future, 
and the decisions they make in their lives, as they become adult? 

Through the perspectives of young people with different legal statuses juxtaposed 
with the perceptions of institutional stakeholders, we explore how pathways into 
adulthood are planned and negotiated by young people in light of multiple different 
expressions of hostility and hospitality including from: immigration and social care 
institutions; non-governmental organistions; and family and friendship network. 
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Lotte Buch Segal, University of Copenhagen – Anthropology
Aching Relations: Care, Kinship and Pain in Families of Torture Survivors from the 
Middle East

Abstract: This paper elucidates the gendering of mental health among Iraqi families 
of torture survivors living in Denmark. In order to understand how torture affects the 
entire texture of kin relatedness around the victim it is key to zoom in on the way 
in which the experience of torture, albeit indirectly, marks the psychological and 
physical state of the wives of torture-survivors. I elucidate these women’s double 
work of caring for kin and kinship, attempting to hold back the inherited effects of 
torture on the family. The paper concludes somewhat counter-intuitively that one 
way to do so is to give up their children, to actively let go of the desire for ensuring 
the futures of their sons and daughters.  

My inquiry rests on ethnography of the encounter between the welfare state and 
survivors of violence from the Middle East carried out in 2002 and 2005 and at 
present. I offer an anthropological conceptualisation of the compound of mental 
and bodily effects of torture with emphasis on how experiences of torture from the 
witness’ point of view accentuates the gendered experience of fragile kinship. 

Bio: Lotte Buch Segal is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Anthropology, 
University of Copenhagen. For the last ten years she has worked on issues of 
endurance, violence and subjectivity in Palestine, specifically studying families 
of Palestinian prisoners. Her book No Place for Grief-Martyrs, Prisoners and 
Mourning in Contemporary Palestine will be out this May. Additionally, she has 
worked the gendered aspects of the torture experience. Currently she is heading 
a project on the encounters between survivors of violence from the MENA region 
and the Scandinavian welfare states, a project that is based on the idea that there 
is something unsettled about the experiences of war, violence and torture that 

Bios: Francesca Meloni is an anthropologist working on questions of immigration, 
age, and social exclusion. She is particularly interested in the interface between 
precarious legal status, young migrants, and social belonging. Currently, she is 
working as Postdoctoral Researcher for the project “Becoming adult: Conceptions 
of futures and wellbeing among young people subject to immigration control in the 
UK”. She conducted long-term ethnographic fieldwork in Canada, Italy and Ireland. 
In Canada, where she completed her PhD at McGill University, she examined 
the impact of migratory status on undocumented youth’s social belonging and 
everyday lives. Elaine Chase is Senior Lecturer in Education, Health Promotion 
and Development and PI on the ESRC Becoming Adult Project. Her research 
broadly focuses on the sociological dimensions of wellbeing and rights of individuals 
and communities, particularly those most likely to experience disadvantage and 
marginalisation.  
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refugees live through and they way in which these are acknowledged, or not, in 
different ways across Scandinavia.
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PANEL 2: NEGOTIATING RECEPTION, MEDIATION AND REJECTION

Kat Eghdamian, University College London – Geography
Religion and Religious Minority Refugees: Hospitality and Integration in Jordan 

Abstract: The Syrian humanitarian crisis has been described as the largest of our 
era. One of its many impacts has been the mass international displacement of over 
4 million Syrians. Despite the conflict being increasingly waged across sectarian 
lines, discursive representations of Syrian refugees are often silent on religious 
identity. Drawing on research undertaken on religious minorities among the Syrian 
refugee population in Jordan, this paper examines why and with what effect 
religion is used in mainstream representations of Syrian refugees. In particular, it 
highlights the role of religious identity in experiences of displacement for religious 
minorities and the importance of accounting for religion in responses to such 
experiences, despite humanitarian desires to avoid religion. In particular, it finds 
that religious identity can play both a constructive and destructive role for religious 
minorities in displacement, specifically where the social, political, and cultural 
contexts exhibit strong religious ties. It argues that dominant assumptions held 
by humanitarian actors that religion is primarily a form of conflict and identity 
politics tends to heighten and exarcebate the destructive ways in which religion is 
experienced in displacement for Syria’s religious minorities in Jordan. There is less 
understood about how environments can nurture more constructive manifestations 
of religion in displacement, both for refugees as well as host communities. This 
research further notes that religious identity is increasingly becoming a political 
tool in responses to Syrian refugee resettlements to Europe and elsewhere. As 
such, there is an urgent need to better understand the realities of religious identity 
experiences of displacement in different contexts for a range of religious groups in 
order to better understand integration challenges and opportunities.

Bio: Kat Eghdamian is a specialist researcher on religion, forced migration, 
and minority rights issues. She recently returned from Jordan, undertaking 
research into the experiences of religious minorities among Syrian refugees. Kat 
is currently a PhD candidate (ESRC Scholar) at UCL, Research Associate at the 
Centre on Religion and Global Affairs in London, and Consultant for the Human-
Centred Innovation Agency, Mensch. She qualified as a barrister and solicitor in 
New Zealand and holds postgraduate degrees from the LSE and University of 
Oxford.
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Aila Spathopoulou, King’s College London – Geography 
Degrees of “Europeaness” on the Aegean Turkish-Greek border

Abstract: In this paper, I use the ‘ship’ as a conceptual tool to illustrate concretely the 
materiality that is attached to specific meanings and experiences of “Europeaness” 
on the Aegean Turkish-Greek border, in relation to the two most recent patterns 
of mobility that have developed simultaneously on its waters; the Turkish tourism 
and migratory movements. Through an ethnographic gaze along with some of the 
theoretical tools provided to us by the discipline of cultural studies, particularly 
Gilroy’s conceptual framework of the ‘ship’, as a micro-political and micro-cultural 
symbol in motion, I examine the different degrees of proximity to “legality” on the 
Aegean, what I call degrees of “Europeaness”, that is, who is excluded and who is 
included in the name of Europe and how they relate to claims and perceptions of 
“Europeaness” by the two sides. When referring to the so called “refugee crisis,” 
for example, the Greek government emphasizes how Greece has shown a “human 
face” to the refugees arriving by boat on the Greek islands, and has thereby 
projected its “European values.” 

Emphatically contrasting this hospitality on the Greek islands with the implied or 
explicit allegation of “inhumanity” on the part of the Turkish state, Greece effectively 
re-inscribes itself within “Europe” by depicting Turkey as the site, just beyond 
the borders of “Europe,” where “the problem” of a “migration” or “refugee crisis” 
begins. Nevertheless, Turkey is likewise figured as the ultimate site — emphatically 
“outside” of “Europe” — where a “solution” must be put in place, and, thus, becomes 
“valuable European”. In which ways, I ask, are notions of “hospitality” and “hostility” 
shifted on the Turkish-Greek border, in relation to when, why and who is crossing 
the Aegean border? How, do these mobilities challenge the “legal” / “illegal” , 
“hospitality” / “hostility” dichotomy, when we think of, for example, the various so 
called “White Turks” on their ships, who, in order not to pay the port taxes, embark 
on the Greek islands “illegally” but, to whom the Greek authorities turn a blind eye? 
This paper focuses, in other words, on the political instrument of the ship in order 
to understand where and as what does “Europe” emerges on the Aegean, as it is 
shaped by and shapes the “European” travelers and its “others”.

Bio: Aila Spathopoulou is a PhD candidate at the Department of Geography, at 
Kings College University in London. Her PhD project focuses on the patterns of 
mobility around the Greek border islands on the Aegean Aegean in order to examine 
how the Greek-Turkish maritime border across the Aegean Sea becomes implicated 
in competing projects of re-essentializing and de-essentializing the historically 
racialized boundary between “European” Greece and “Oriental” or “Asiatic” Turkey. 
She completed her Master studies in Cultural Studies at Sabanci University in 
Istanbul, Turkey, and holds an undergraduate degree in Drama Studies from the 
Department of Fine Arts at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece. From 
2010-2015 she lived in Istanbul, volunteering in different associations supporting 



H o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  H o s t i l i t y  i n  a  M o v i n g  W o r l d

13

internal displaced migrants and taught English and Drama to children. Aila’s 
research interests include border-spaces, critical migration studies, nationalism and 
racism, anti-racist movements, identity politics, discourses of victimhood, memory 
studies, narratives of the ‘self’ and ‘other’, anthropology of space, collective action 
and thought, critical theories.

Jennifer Allsopp, University of Oxford – Social Policy
P is for Pope, M is for Mafia: Unaccompanied Young Migrants and Refugees in Italy 
Forging a Path through the Mixed Economy of Welfare
 
Abstract: In the last two years, Italy has been a dramatic increase in the number 
of migrants and refugees arriving to its territory. The number of boat arrivals alone 
increased from 56,000 in the years 2012 to 2013 to 206,000 in the years 2014 
to 2014 in response to instability in North Africa and ongoing and new conflicts 
coupled with poverty in Asia and the Middle East. Many of these individuals are 
unaccompanied minors. Upon arrival in Italy, some minors lie low, preparing to 
embark on secondary movements to neighboring states, to join family or friends; 
meanwhile others remain in Italy where they seek to build a future. Many head 
to Rome, the capital where, sometimes with the help of friends and family, and 
employing a range of strategies of visibility and invisibility, they seek to forge a path 
through the mixed economy of welfare.

The rapid rise in arrivals has ushered in unprecedented reforms to Italy’s reception 
infrastructure. A range new formal and informal reception facilities have emerged 
under the auspices of competing mandates, from the SPRAR reception system 
introduced pursuant to the state-declared ‘migrant emergency’, to the range of 
informal hostings inspired by the goodwill of ordinary citizens, by the politics of the 
Left and, for some, by the moral command of the Pope. With the implication of several 
reception centres for migrant minors and adults in 2015’s Mafia corruption.

Drawing on an analysis of policy documents and legislation coupled with 
ethnography conducted in reception institutions and transitory camps and 25 
interviews with unaccompanied young migrants, this paper explores the ways in 
which unaccompanied young migrants understand and interact with this mixed 
economy of welfare. It analyses their decision making as they seek to maximize 
their wellbeing and find the path they believe to most fitting for their migration 
project in this fraught and rapidly shifting terrain, scandal in Rome, the relationship 
between migrants and the State – and between the State and those institutions and 
individuals seeking to welcome them – has become a site of new political tension. 
In the summer of 2015, some 7,500 transitory unaccompanied migrant youth were 
hosted by a single community centre next to Rome’s central bus station alone, 
staffed entirely by volunteers frustrated with the failures of the State response.
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Bio: Jennifer Allsopp is a DPhil student at the Department of Social Policy and 
Intervention at the University of Oxford. She is funded by the Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC). Her research explores the experiences of young 
unaccompanied migrants and refugees in Italy and the UK with a focus on welfare 
systems and immigration control and how interaction with these shape the decision-
making and mobility biographies of young migrants in Europe. Her research is 
part of a larger comparative research project on the trajectories and wellbeing of 
young people subject to immigration control in Europe, led by Dr Elaine Chase 
(University of Oxford) and Dr Nando Sigona (University of Birmingham). Jennifer 
previously completed an MSc in Refugee and Forced Migration in the Department 
of International Development, also at the University of Oxford. Prior to beginning 
her DPhil she worked on a number of research projects at the universities of Exeter, 
Birmingham and Oxford including on asylum appeals, poverty and youth migration. 
She has also worked with a range of refugee and migrant organisations and is a 
regular contributor and Commissioning Editor focusing on gender and equality at 
openDemocracy 50.50. 

Robin Vandevoordt, University of Antwerp – Sociology
The Politics of Food: When Hospitality Becomes a Site of Contention
 
Abstract: For many Syrian refugees food fulfills a central role in their collective 
identities, both by distinguishing them from other ethnicities, and by sustaining 
and revitalizing exiles’ ties to their homeland. When they enter European states as 
forced migrants, however, these gastronomic traditions turn into a site of contention 
over their socio-political subjectivities. By drawing upon semi-structured interviews 
and informal observations with Syrian refugees in Belgium, this presentation 
describes the politics of food as it developed both in collective reception centres 
and in refugees’ newly acquired homes. From within these micro-settings, two 
particular sites of contention emerge.

First, Syrian refugees have repeatedly expressed their dissatisfaction with the 
nature, quality and nutritional value of the food they have been served in collective 
reception centres. Their protests, however, have been met with fierce indignation on 
the part of the hosting state and some of its citizens. Syrian refugees’ perceptions 
of food and elementary forms of respect thus clashed with the hosting state’s 
expectations of ‘humbleness’ and ‘gratitude’ of aided refugees. Whereas Syrian 
refugees thus sought to regain their social subjectivities by dismissing the food 
they were given, the hosting state expected them to behave as instances of ‘bare 
life’ in need of help.

Second, in most collective reception centres, residents are not allowed to bring in 
any food or drinks, nor to cook for themselves. By smuggling in food and cooking
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equipment, they are nevertheless able to produce a micro-‘home’, where they 
temporarily subvert their role as dependent ‘guests’. By becoming hosts, they are 
able to regain a sense of historically rooted pride and worth in an environment 
where they are expected to be mere recipients.

Bio: Robin Vandevoordt is a PhD student in Sociology at the University of Antwerp. 
Funded by the Flemish Research Fund, he examines the socio-cultural conditions 
of moral cosmopolitanism through the particular case of the Syrian refugee crisis. 
He is currently working on a post-doctoral research proposal on Syrian refugees in 
Lebanon, a project which is co-supervised by Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh at UCL.

Nikolay Mintchev, University College London – Institute of Global Prosperity 
Can Ethnic Diversity be a Public Good? Social Prosperity, Immigration, and 
Inequality in two East London Boroughs

Abstract: Recent empirical studies suggest that ethnic diversity and immigration 
are detrimental to migrant-receiving communities. According to their argument, the 
presence of minorities leads to competition for resources and cultural hegemony, 
which in turn threatens the identity and social status of the majority. As minority 
groups grow, the threat they pose increases and social trust/cohesion declines. 
If this argument is correct, and if trust and cohesion are central facets of social 
prosperity, then diversity poses an important challenge to the flourishing of cities 
and communities with immigrant populations. This paper argues that although the 
negative relationship between diversity and social prosperity is pervasive in many 
places throughout Europe, America and Canada, it is only relevant to a specific 
model of ethnic diversity. While in communities with two or three well-consolidated 
ethnic groups, diversity can be detrimental to people’s social lives, this is not the 
case in “super-diverse” contexts with numerous small ethnic groups and multiple 
pronounced differences that cut across ethnicity. In super-diverse areas, where no 
group is large enough to pose a threat to others, anxieties about prejudice diminish 
and living alongside others becomes easier then in less diverse places. This is 
illustrated by a comparison of two ethnographic examples from East London: the 
first is the London Borough of Tower Hamlets, in which the “White British” and 
Bangladeshi groups form the majority of the population; the second is the London 
Borough of Hackney, which is composed of numerous smaller ethnic groups. In 
conclusion, it is suggested that in super-diverse contexts, hospitality and hostility 
are not based on ethnic prejudice, but rather on inequalities of economic, social, 
and cultural capital.
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Bio: Nikolay Mintchev is a Visiting Lecturer at the UCL Institute for Global 
Prosperity. His current research is on social prosperity and ethnic diversity in 
London’s East End. He was previously a lecturer at the Centre for Psychoanalytic 
Studies, University of Essex, where his work focused on the relationship between 
psychoanalysis and the social sciences. His book The Feeling of Certainty, co-
edited with Robert Hinshelwood, will be published in 2016 by Palgrave MacMillan.
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PANEL 3: HOSPITALITY AND HOSTILITY IN GLOBAL SPACES 

Panel Chair

Alice Elliot is an Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellow at UCL – Anthropology, 
having previously held a Pegasus Marie-Curie Fellowship at the University of 
Leuven. Her current project explores how the conjuncture of economic crisis in 
Europe and political turmoil in North Africa is generating novel ways of imagining 
theological, political, and intimate futures in countries characterised by decades-
long emigration towards Europe. Taking post-revolutionary Tunisia as a case 
study, Alice is working on a fresh theorisation of migration that establishes the 
imagination of existential, revolutionary, theological possibility as key determinants 
of transnational movement, tracing the ways in which local experiences of major 
historical events – crises abroad, revolutions at home – inflect these migration 
imaginaries. The project builds on her doctoral research (Reckoning with the 
outside: emigration and the imagination of life in Central Morocco, UCL 2012) where 
she explored how the spectre of migration penetrates towns, neighbourhoods, 
households and people in rural Central Morocco.

Tahir Zaman, School of Oriental and African Studies – Development Studies 
Narratives of Religious Hospitality in Turkey

Abstract: The mass displacement of Syrians into neighbouring countries has 
elicited contradictory responses from both state and society revealing ‘a sedentarist 
metaphysics’ which challenges and often trumps understandings of hospitality. 
Taking the example of Turkey, this paper attempts to shed light on how an ostensibly 
Islamist government led by the AKP (Justice and Development Party) frames 
its support for Syrian refugees through an explicitly religious lexicon celebrating 
hospitality, while simultaneously directing its policies on the displacement of Syrians 
towards containment and repatriation. The narrative employed by the AKP suggests 
an ethical shift in the response to the movement of displaced people, and yet the 
constraints placed on displaced Syrians indicate continuity in how states respond 
to the figure of the refugee. It is argued here that at best, the policy responses of 
the Turkish state have created a hierarchy of displaced people in Turkey while a 
less charitable view would suggest that there has been both a securitization and 
sectarianization of the Syrian displacement crisis. This has reinforced xenophobic 
attitudes towards Syrian refugees hindering local integration and prompting onward 
migration. The instrumental use of religious discourse by the AKP draws attention 
to the limits of religious hospitality narratives

Bio: Tahir Zaman is a Teaching Fellow at SOAS, University of London. His work 
explores the social cultural lives of displaced people in the Middle East with a 

http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/1380710/
http://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/1380710/
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particular focus on how forced migrants re-energise and mobilise religious resources 
as they negotiate exile. He has also worked with Syrian diaspora groups on their 
contributions to conflict transformation and peacebuilding. His first book – based 
on his doctoral thesis - has recently been published as Islamic traditions of refuge 
in the crises of Iraq and Syria by Palgrave Macmillan.

Huda Tayob, University College London – Architecture
Black Markets: Invisible Spaces of Hospitality in Cape Town, South Africa

Abstract: An anthology of stories about Cape Town, ‘Imagining the City’ (2007), 
begins with a description of Cape Town as both the Gateway to Africa, and a 
xenophobic city. This is expanded to explain that while Cape Town is marketed 
to tourists as the welcoming Mother city, for many African immigrants, refugees 
and asylum seekers, the city is a space of immense hostility. Despite this general 
condition, this paper will explore certain pockets of hospitality that exist within the 
city. These are largely centred on the markets and pan-African shopping arcades of 
Africa immigrants to the city since the 1990’s. Many of these immigrants arrived in 
South Africa as asylum seekers, and these trading areas continue to act as spaces 
of support for new arrivals despite increasing and on-going xenophobic violence. I 
refer to these markets as ‘Black markets’ due to their tenuous legality within South 
Africa, but also in reference to the particular plight of Black African refugees and 
asylum seekers in South Africa, and the racialized nature of hostility within the 
country. Furthermore, these markets occupy marginal and overlooked sites in the 
city and are thus largely rendered invisible. Drawing on bell hooks’ assertion of the 
potential of the margin, along with Jacques Derrida’s concept of the ‘city of refuge’, 
this paper argues that these African markets are spaces of possibility within a hostile 
environment. They are self-built spaces that not only provide refuge, support, and 
social interaction for refugees and asylum seekers, but also disrupt the historic 
racialized relationship between the centre and periphery of the Apartheid city. The 
paper will draw on the performative art of Gerald Machona, a South African-based 
Zimbabwean artist whose work can be read as a commentary of African markets, 
along with ethnographic fieldwork undertaken in Cape Town.

Bio: Huda Tayob is currently a PhD candidate at the Bartlett School of Architecture, 
UCL. Her doctoral research looks into the ‘hidden architectures’ of Cape Town, 
through the markets and trading spaces of African immigrants in the city since the 
1990’s. Her research draws on postcolonial theories, the politics of invisibility, and 
the notion of everyday architectures in order to investigate African markets, pan-
African shopping arcades, and new immigrant enclaves in Cape Town. The focus 
of the research is around how these everyday architectures are rendered invisible 
through spatial and political processes within the city, country, and continent, and 
employs drawing as a research tool.
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Nerea Amoros, University College London – Architecture

Producing Space and Childhood in East African Refugee Camps

Abstract: Through the production and analysis of maps based on physical and 
non-physical evidence this paper investigates the extent to which refugee children 
aged 0 to 6 are influenced by the built environment they live in. With the refugee 
camps in Rwanda as case study it seeks to understand how the refugee, the host, 
and the humanitarian communities are involved with, and swayed by, spaces and 
their creation processes. It aims to demonstrate that a more empathic and subtler 
approach to planning refugee camps worldwide is needed and possible through 
unlocking the professional potential of local expertise.

The current top-down solutions to planning and managing refugee camps in 
Rwanda undervalue the contribution from refugee communities and host nations. 
The dichotomy between international efforts and local expectations/realities is 
visible in the camps’ built environment. The camps established in Rwanda, some 
since 1995, are planned and ran overlooking the fact that the totalities of them have 
become protracted. The conflict in DRC, causing most of the movement of refugees, 
seems unresolvable in the medium term. Relief aid initiatives lack awareness of the 
cultural habits and preferences of those living in camps, a pattern which obviates 
the role of children, who account for more than 54% of the camp’s population.

This research draws from more than 5 years professional experience in Rwanda 
and the region, existing research and data collected through methods pertaining 
to the social sciences and architecture as discipline. It will address questions such 
as: How does the built environment influence young children’s development? how 
can design research be instrumental in refugee children stimulation? Which impact 
has the camps in local young professionals? how could research by design help 
to include them in the debate? Could a different approach to early stimulation 
provision improve the children situation in and outside the camp?

Bio: Barcelona-trained architect Nerea Amaros holds a BA from ETSAB and an 
MA on Sustainable Emergency Architecture from ESARQ. Since 2009 she has 
completed several health and education projects in Rwanda, Spain and Ethiopia 
with emphasis on community participation and post conflict environments. Amongst 
her previous experience she taught at and contributed to the establishment of the 
first Faculty of Architecture and Environmental Design at the University of Rwanda 
(2011-14) and co-founded ASA studio in Kigali (2012-14). She has exhibited and 
published widely on architecture, education and post-conflict settings. Her PhD 
research by design focuses in East Africa to investigate the influence of the built 
environment on refugee children and their communities.



H o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  H o s t i l i t y  i n  a  M o v i n g  W o r l d

20

Mette Berg, University College London – Institute of Education
Hospitality and Hostility in the Global City: Latin Americans in London

Abstract: New migrant groups arriving in global cities face what Back has called 
the metropolitan paradox, i.e. experiences of hospitality and hostility, inclusion and 
exclusion. This paper traces how such processes play out in encounters between 
new migrants and service providers, drawing on recent research on Latin Americans 
in London. 

Latin Americans constitute a new and growing migrant group in London with 
considerable internal diversity, including in language and country of origin, as 
well as migration status and trajectory, e.g. differences between those who have 
migrated to London via other European countries and those who have migrated 
directly from Latin America.

Against a background of austerity and a redrawing of boundaries between the 
public, private and third sector, the paper discusses the challenges facing Latin 
Americans in accessing services, and how service providers have responded to the 
growing numbers of Latin Americans. Welfare cuts and restructuring, the shortage 
of affordable housing, and the concentration of Latin Americans in the cleaning 
sector, interact with the increasing complexity of entitlements in creating multiple 
vulnerabilities; these are further exacerbated and compounded by language and 
cultural barriers. I argue that examining the multiple, interrelated reasons why it is 
difficult to learn English for many Latin Americans, provides a window onto new 
inequalities in super-diverse austerity Britain. Responding to the challenges they 
face, Latin Americans have organised and as a result of their political campaigning 
have been recognised as an ethnic group by a number of local authorities. The 
paper concludes by reflecting on the role of research in supporting claims to rights 
to the city by new migrant groups.

Bio: Mette Louise Berg is a social anthropologist with research interests in 
migration, diasporas and transnationalism; urban diversity; gender, belonging 
and generation; and social memory. She is the author of Diasporic Generations: 
Memory, Politics and Nation among Cubans in Spain (Berghahn, 2011), and co-
editor of Ethnography, Diversity and Urban Space (Routledge, 2015).  Her ongoing 
research is concerned with enhancing our understanding of everyday experiences 
and conceptualisations of difference and affinities in diverse urban contexts, 
especially in a context of austerity and growing inequality; and with deepening 
our understanding of how diversity is structured and experienced within diasporic 
groups.



H o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  H o s t i l i t y  i n  a  M o v i n g  W o r l d

21

PANEL 4: THE POLITICS OF SOLIDARITY AND EXCLUSION 

Ralph Wilde, University College London – Law
When migrants make perilous sea crossings: the causal role of international law

Abstract: When the fate of migrants at sea is discussed, it is common for the 
implementation of international law to be invoked as a remedy. This presentation 
interrogates some of the assumptions about the value of international law that lie 
behind this. What is at stake in viewing international law as a solution to current 
challenges relating to migrants at sea? Given time limitations, the present focus will 
be on people moving to escape human rights abuses.

Bio: Ralph Wilde is a member of the Faculty of Laws at University College London, 
and the Executive Board of the European Society of International Law. He writes 
on international law and politics, adopting cross-disciplinary methodologies. His 
previous work focused on the concept of trusteeship over people in international law 
and public policy, addressing colonialism, belligerent occupation and international 
territorial administration. His current, ERC-funded project, ‘human rights beyond 
borders’, is on the extraterritorial application of human rights law.  

Sabine Selchow, London School of Economics and Political Science and 
University College London – Institute of Global Prosperity
“The Refugee” as an Engine of German Innovation: Anatomy of a Discourse and 
the (“Cosmopolitanised”) Germany it Produces

Abstract: In 2015 around 1 million people arrived in Germany to seek refuge and 
asylum. This has triggered a multifaceted public debate about what it means to 
be German and who is allowed to be in Germany, on which grounds and under 
which conditions. On the one hand, we have Chancellor Merkel’s express stance 
in favour of a “humane Germany” (Merkel 2015) and an unprecedented expression 
of inclusiveness and public solidarity with those who have newly arrived, for which 
a particular term has been coined – Willkommenskultur (“welcome culture”). On the 
other hand, we have demands to secure Germany’s borders and an unprecedented 
public expression of exclusion and open, even violent hostility towards “the other”. 
My paper is part of a broader study of this extraordinary moment of public negotiation 
of “Germany”. It picks up a finding from a previous analysis of the negotiation of 
“Germany” in a significant discursive moment: Merkel’s government declaration 
of 15 October 2015 and the subsequent parliamentary debate. In this analysis I 
discovered an intriguing topos: the idea of “the refugee” as an engine of German 
innovation. This topos is manifest in arguments that “the refugee” helps Germany 
to overcome various Reformstaus (policy inertia), e.g. in terms of social housing, 
increase of the number of teachers etc. Examination of Wengeler’s history of topoi 
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in the migration debate in Germany suggests this is a new development. Triggered 
by this initial observation, in this paper I conceptualise “the refuge as an engine 
of German innovation” as a discourse -- i.e. as a web of meanings that brings out 
social reality -- set out to trace it in the debate more broadly and reconstruct it for 
scholarly consumption. Applying to the discoveries of this empirical exercise an 
interpretative lens that is grounded in Ulrich Beck’s work, the ultimate goal of my 
paper is to understand what kind of a “cosmopolitised” Germany this discourse 
produces, with what kind of “refugee”.

Bio: Sabine Selchow is Honorary Senior Research Associate at UCL’s Institute 
for Global Prosperity and Research Fellow in the Civil Society and Human Security 
Research Unit at the London School of Economics (LSE), where she is in charge 
of the “cultures”-section of the ERC-funded project “Security in Transition” (grant 
holder: Mary Kaldor). From 2013-2016 Sabine was researcher in the ERC-funded 
project “Methodological Cosmopolitanism”, directed by Ulrich Beck at Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universität (Germany) and in 2013/4 she held a Fernand Braudel-
IFER-Fellowship at Collège d’Etudes Mondiales, Fondation Maison des Sciences 
de l’Homme, Paris (France), which she used to think about how to make the theory 
of “cosmopolitisation” useful for empirical explorations beyond strict sociological 
interests. Sabine holds a PhD in Government from LSE.

Anna Lindley, School of Oriental and African Studies – Development Studies 
Engaging with the Hostile Environment: Exploring Volunteering and Activism 
around Immigration Detention in the UK

Abstract: Immigration detention is a key element in the ‘hostile environment’ that 
the British government attempts to promote regarding migration. But it is also the 
focus of diverse – and barely researched - efforts by activist groups and charitable 
organisations, aiming to support people detained and change the system. During 
recent years these efforts have begun to make a mark on mainstream political 
debates, with a Parliamentary Inquiry and increased political interest, growing 
public advocacy by people who have been detained themselves, hard-hitting media 
exposés, strategic litigation, and major protests both within and outside detention 
centres across the country throughout the year. This paper draws on around 
twenty qualitative interviews and an online survey of both volunteers and paid 
workers involved in this field, funded by the BA/Leverhulme Small Grants Scheme. 
It highlights the diverse motivations people have for engaging with immigration 
detention, their experiences of organising, and the politics of migration surrounding 
their commitments. It also asks what can be learned about the politics of hospitality 
from these engagements with immigration detention.

22
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Bio: Anna Lindley is a Senior Lecturer in Development Studies at SOAS, University 
of London. Her research has focused on the links between migration, politics and 
livelihoods, with particular attention to Somali mobilities. She is currently developing 
research on public responses to immigration, focusing particularly on immigration-
related activism.

Giles Pitt, University College London – Geography
Visibility, Invisibility and Hostipitality at Milan’s Central Station

Abstract: Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork conducted with refugees and aid 
volunteers at Milan’s central train station in the summer of 2015, this paper explores 
the relationship between individual practices of mobility and European asylum policy. 
Interviews with refugees in transit across Europe, and participant observation of 
the aid operation at the station, reveal that transit is a process involving stasis and 
uncertainty, informed by a complex interplay of factors including life aspirations, 
social and financial resources, and knowledge acquisition. In particular, information 
flowing through social networks, concerning mobility controls and variable reception 
conditions across Europe, is shown to be influential in the choice of routes and 
desired destinations.

The paper then argues that, in Milan, debates about visibility and identification were 
at the heart of a local politics of hospitality that I observed being directed towards 
refugees in transit. Jacques Derrida’s theoretical understanding of ‘hospitality’ helps 
me to read this local politics, and to zoom out in order to suggest that common 
European asylum policy, particularly the Dublin Regulation, is in urgent need of 
reform. Since the European Commission plans to discuss an end to the Dublin 
Regulation, which was designed to determine national responsibility for asylum 
claims, as part of a package of new asylum policies in March of this year, I will 
conclude by offering a brief assessment of proposed and potential changes against 
the criteria of the freedoms, rights and protection of refugees.

Bio: Giles Pitt holds an MSc in Global Migration from the Department of Geography 
at University College London, and a BA in English from the University of Cambridge. 
He has previously worked for CARA, an NGO that supports persecuted and at-risk 
academics worldwide. He now works as a political consultant based in London, 
with a particular focus on the EU institutions.
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Erin K. Wilson, University of Groningen – Theology and Religious Studies 
Sociodicy, Solidarity, and Religious-Sensitive Policy-Making in the Global Politics 
of Migration

Abstract: This paper explores how religious ideas can shape contending responses 
to migration by looking at the concept of theodicy and sanctuary. It begins by 
exploring how contemporary discourses and practices surrounding undocumented 
migrants have been increasingly shaped by a secular political theology revolving 
around the notion of theodicy. Theodicy provides forms of rationalization and 
justification of inequality that result in the production of undocumented migrants 
as ‘threatening others’, whose existence legitimizes the adoption of practices of 
marginalization, exclusion, and violence. The second section looks at how faith-
based organizations have resisted this logic of securitization by drawing on a 
complex array of religious traditions which advocate the need to provide sanctuary 
to foreigners, strangers and outcasts and how faith-based groups have become 
an increasingly important part of asylum and protection mechanisms. The third 
section advances the concept of religious-sensitive policy-making and discusses 
key areas in which a religious-sensitive approach to migration could contribute to 
promote more humane and compassionate outlooks and practices, resisting the 
dominating narrative of security and possibly reframing it in one of solidarity.

Bio: Erin K. Wilson is the Director of the Centre for Religion, Conflict and the Public 
Domain at the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Groningen. 
She received her PhD in Political Science from the University of Queensland, 
Australia in 2008. Her research focuses on the intersection of religion with various 
dimensions of politics and public life, at the local, national and global levels. She 
has published on religion and global justice, globalization, active citizenship and the 
politics of asylum in International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Refugee Studies, 
Global Society, Globalizations and Politics, Religion, Ideology. Her current research 
interests include the interconnections between religion, secularism, global justice 
and human rights, in connection with issues such as forced migration, gender 
equality and sexual and reproductive health and rights in development, freedom of 
religion or belief, climate change and the politics of ‘countering violent extremism’. 
Her books include After Secularism: Rethinking Religion in Global Politics, and 
Justice Globalism: Ideology, Crises, Policy, co-authored with Manfred B. Steger 
and James Goodman. 
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Dominic Davies, University of Oxford – English Literature 
Crossing Borders, Bridging Boundaries: Testimonial Comics and Empathising 
Readerships in Josh Neufeld’s ‘The Road to Germany: $2400’ and PositiveNegatives 
‘A Perilous Journey’.

Abstract: The groundbreaking work of comics artist Joe Sacco in the 1990s and 
early 2000s, which documented atrocities, testimonies and histories in conflict 
zones from Gaza to Sarajevo, pioneered a whole new genre, which in the last 
decade has come to be known as “comics journalism”. This format, facilitated by 
the coterminous rise of the internet that reduces printing and publishing costs for 
aspiring artists, has since been used to document, criticise and analyse some of the 
greatest human rights crises of the twenty-first century. It should be unsurprising, 
then, that Europe’s current “refugee” or “migrant crisis”, as it has been labelled by 
mainstream media outlets, has been tackled head on by online comics journalism 
in nuanced and productive ways that seek actively to resist and deconstruct a 
pervasive anti-migrant narrative. 

This paper will focus on the example of the PositiveNegatives Project, which 
combines in-depth ethnographic research with illustration and photography to 
produce individual, humanised stories that educate readers about the realities of all 
kinds of conflicts and traumatic experience—but most recently, the plight of Syrians 
who leave war-torn cities to seek refuge in Europe. Reproduced in The Guardian 
and Aftenposten newspapers and exhibited at the Nobel Peace Centre in Oslo at 
the end of 2015, these comics use the cross-national potential of the form—it is, 
after all, primarily comprised of icons, images and only short pieces of English text, 
and is decipherable to a wide readership—to generate empathy through education 
in its various readerships. The “interactive” version of these comics, which are still 
available to view on the PostiveNegatives website, plots for the reader a careful 
route across the multiple panels of which the comic is comprised, thereby conflating 
the borders of the panels that constitute the journalistic depiction and the borders of 
the countries that the narratives’ protagonists are negotiating. The intermittent use 
of photographic materials, carefully selected to protect the identities of the asylum 
seekers whilst verifying the various testimonies they relate, results, this paper will 
conclude, in the consolidation of a much-needed empathetic solidarity between the 
Syrian refugee and readers in host populations in Europe. 

Bio: Dominic Davies is a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow in English at 
the University of Oxford, where he also completed his DPhil in March 2015. He 
has written and published a number of articles in journals such as the Journal 
of Commonwealth Literature, the Journal of Postcolonial Writing and The Kipling 
Journal, and has contributed chapters to Études Littéraires Africaines (ELA) special 
issue on South Africa and Post-Apartheid Literature (1994-2014) and a forthcoming 
collection entitled South Asian Fiction in English: Contemporary Transformations 
(2016). He is the Facilitator of the Leverhulme-funded Network, ‘Planned Violence: 
Post/colonial Urban Infrastructures and Literature’ (www.plannedviolence.org). 

http://www.plannedviolence.org
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His current research focuses on the way urban space in postcolonial cities is 
represented in graphic novels and comics. 
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Plenary Discussion: 

Art in a Moving World: Zineb Sedira and Tamar Garb in Conversation

Over the fifteen years of her practice, Zineb Sedira has enriched the debate 
around the concepts of modernism, modernity and its manifestations in an inclusive 
way. She has also raised awareness of artistic expression and the contemporary 
experience in North Africa. She found inspiration initially in researching her identity 
as a woman with a singular personal geography. From these autobiographical 
concerns she gradually shifted her interest to more universal ideas of mobility, 
memory and transmission. Full of her fascination for the relationship between 
mother and daughter, her vidéo Mother Tongue (2002), depicts three generations 
of women and raises the issue of transmission in a globalized world. Sedira has 
also addressed environmental and geographical issues, negotiating between both 
past and future. Using portraits, landscapes, language and archival research, she 
has developed a polyphonic vocabulary, spanning fiction, documentary and more 
poetic and lyrical approaches. Sedira has worked in installation, photography, film, 
video and she has recently returned to object-making. Preserving and transmitting 
memories of the past in order to leave a legacy for the future has often been at the 
core of Sedira’s work.

Tamar Garb is Durning Lawrence Professor in the History of Art at University College 
London, where she is also the Director of UCL’s Institute of Advanced Studies. She 
graduated from the Michaelis School of Fine Art, University of Cape Town with a BA 
(Art) in 1978. In 1980 she was awarded an MA in Art Education from the Institute of 
Education, University of London and in 1982 she graduated with a MA in Art History 
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Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh is Lecturer in Human Geography at the UCL Department 
of Geography, where she has also been the Co-Director of the Migration Research 
Unit since 2015. She is the coordinator of the Refuge in a Moving World research 
network across University College London. Elena’s research focuses on the 
intersections between gender, generation and religion in experiences of and 
responses to conflict-induced displacement, with a particular regional focus on the 
Middle East and North Africa. Her recent publications include The Ideal Refugees: 
Gender, Islam and the Sahrawi Politics of Survival (Syracuse University Press, 
2014), The Oxford Handbook of Refugee and Forced Migration Studies (co-edited 
volume, Oxford University Press, 2014) and South-South Educational Migration, 
Humanitarianism and Development: Views from the Caribbean, North Africa and 
the Middle East (Routledge, 2015).

Claire Dwyer is a Reader in Social and Cultural Geography at University College 
London where she is Co-Director of the Migration Research Unit. She has research 
interests in the geographies of faith, migration and multiculturalism. Her current 
work focuses on design, material culture and popular creativity in suburban faith 
communities drawing on case studies based in West London and Canada (see 
www.makingsuburbanfaith.org). Dwyer’s previous work focused on transnational 
South Asian Fashion and the identities of Muslims in Britain. She is the author of 
Transnational Spaces (co-edited with Peter Jackson and Phillip Crang, Routledge, 
2004) and New Geographies of Race and Racism (co-edited with Caroline Bressey, 
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The Hospitality and Hostility in a Moving World Conference is convened by Dr 
Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh and Dr Claire Dwyer of the Migration Research Unit 
(UCL Department of Geography) as part of a broader series of events coordinated 
in 2016 by the UCL-wide interdisciplinary Refuge in a Moving World research 
network. This UCL-wide network is an initiative of the Institute of Advanced Studies 
in collaboration with the Institute of Global Prosperity. 

The Conference is kindly supported through funding from UCL’s Grand Challenges 
of Intercultural Interaction programme and UCL’s Institute of Advanced Studies.
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