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Welcome to the 

ZONE INDUSTRIELLE DES DUNES 

This guide will take you on a short walk 

through some of the popular viewing spots. 

Situated by the RÉSERVE NATURELLE 

NATIONALE DU PL ATIER D’OYE on 

the coast of NORD PAS de CAL AIS , 

the area is home to a vast number of 

M IGR ATORY B IRDS. 







Geography and Irony 



These sand dunes were once the killing 

fields of the Second World War. They now 

accommodate a bird wetland, an unofficial 

refugee camp and an assortment of 

chemical factories. 

They commonly land in formation like this.







Birds, like humans, are one of the few vocal 

learners in nature. MIT researchers have 

recently suggested that human language 

first evolved from the imitation of bird song. 

Expression of song is a costly metabolic 

exercise for birds, so it is understandable 

that they do not sing in flight. Song is used 

to communicate information about territory, 

and attract a mate, in specific habitations. 

The relationship between migration and 

song is far more prominent in humans, for 

its mnemonic function – especially in the 

example of ABORIGINES, where songs 

themselves are maps of the landscape.



It is ironic that our rapidly advancing 

understanding of migration patterns in 

birds is for a large part due to the growth 

and popular use of innovative surveillance 

technology; technology that in other 

contexts is used to detain humans. 

Chips, tags, nature cams, body cameras, 

and GPS devices have assisted in the recent 

widespread mapping of bird migration 

routes, and an appreciation of just how 

astonishing the feat of bird migration is.

They will return again at spring. 















It’s not so much about how and why 

humans move. Humans will always move. 

It’s about how they are hosted on arrival. 

This critical interaction requires deep care 

and attention.



Zoologically defined, migration is a 

return journey to and from a place. 

While there is symbolic romance in the 

freedom of the bird flying, migration is a 

brutal exercise in endurance and survival. 











Could life on Earth have evolved to its 

present state without migration? No. 

This activity, the movement of both 

organisms and resources, is central to the 

evolutionary development of organic life.

As the effects of climate change develop, 

the number of environmental refugees will 

far outstrip those displaced by war (not 

that war and ‘environmental’ reasons are 

ever separate). 

Rarely are traces left following breaks  

in the journey.









In the wider context of the sixth great Age 

of Extinction, the widespread migration 

movements of today place the human 

relationship under greater scrutiny.

For the majority of the existence of Homo 

Sapiens, we have not lived in one fixed 

place, or the notion of home has been fluid. 

We were nomads long before agrarians. 







Human rights were developed during the 

formation of nation states. The present 

frameworks that instruct nation states to 

host those who, for whatever reason, have 

left their country of origin, are outdated. 

Arguably, they no longer reflect the present 

needs of human movement around the 

globe. Many refugees and migrants, 

having departed their country of origin, are 

left without political identity and without 

democratic rights. A similar political logic of 

exclusion also refuses legal recognition of 

species and organisms in the natural world, 

precipitating the sixth great extinction in the 

history of planet Earth. 

It's urgent that decisions are made at the 

highest levels of international governance so 

that those fleeing war and / or environmental 

catastrophe may rightfully expect access to 

protection, dignity and prosperity.







This guide accompanies 'Zugunruhe', a walking audio 

concert created by Tom Bailey and Simon Whetham. 

Zugunruhe is an ornithological term denoting 

behavioural restlessness within birds before a 

migration flight. 

The project is presented as part of Tom Bailey's 

Leverhulme Trust-supported artist residency within the 

Migration Research Unit at UCL. 

Migration Research Unit





The Anthropocene is witnessing a 
deepening rupture between humans 
and evolved nature. This guidebook 
suggests that the present mass global 
movement of refugees and migrants is 
inseparable from the same destructive 
political and economic logic that is 
driving severe climatic change. The 
effects of human-induced climate 
change, currently already in progress, 
will likely far outstrip present levels of 
deprivation and suffering of displaced 
people.  Serious transformation is 
needed in the way that global societies 
address mass movement of people 
and severe environmental change.


