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School geography teachers from London and beyond attended a conference last week
organised by Dr Paul Densham and Dr Claire Dwyer.The conference, which included
seminars on topics such as changing climates, transnational geographies and GIS
(Geographical Information Systems) was specifically aimed at school geography teachers.
Paul Densham explained that the Department has a lot of contact with school students and
their parents through open days and summer schools, but does not have the same level of
contact with teachers. So the day sought to redress that situation, and to raise the
Department’s profile at secondary school level. The organisers saw the conference as an
opportunity to get information flowing in both directions. Teachers were able to tell the
Department their thoughts on A levels; and the Department informed the teachers about
admission procedures, and what kind of teaching their pupils can expect as undergraduates,
particularly in the first year.

Feedback from the day was very positive. Mark Lynn of Hitchin Girls School said that he
would take some of the ideas thrown up during the seminars and use them in his lesson plans.
John Little of the European School near Oxford found the experience invigorating because he
felt teachers don’t normally get so much intellectual stimulation in their subjects.
Alison Gillett of Croydon’s Cambridge Tutors College agreed, saying she was very pleased
with the day as in her view, teaching is an insular profession, where individuals are not given
any input, and are treated solely as sources from which knowledge can be drained.
Neil Lobo of Vyners School, Ickenham was very impressed by the GIS demonstration. He
thought it was useful to be shown that there is much more to geography than what is in the
school curriculum. He was also glad to have seen inside the Department, as he now felt
confident in recommending UCL to his pupils, who being from a West London comprehensive
would not normally have thought of applying here, wrongly thinking they would feel out of
place.

There was a general feeling that the conference should be repeated next year.


