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What constitutes �development� by the diaspora?

A village water supply? 
(Eschobi, Cameroon)

A mortuary? (Mamfe, Cameroon)

A town hall? (Ogomoko, Cameroon)

A secondary school? (Kitangari, Tanzania)

An internet café? (Mamfe, Cameroon) Unwanted books from the US? (Mamfe, 
Cameroon)

The project team (Martin Evans, Ben Page and Claire 
Mercer) at the foot of the Livingstone Mountains in the 
Southern Highlands of Tanzania

Research methods

In-depth interviews 
(Mtwara, Tanzania)

Questionnaire survey 
(Tukuyu, Tanzania)

Archival work (Buea, Cameroon)

Nda Tiwara, a meeting group for people from Bali Nyonga living in Bamenda, Cameroon

� how and why do indigenes of a given place come together to bring development to their home?

Discussing local development issues 
(Bali Nyonga, Cameroon)

Building a house (Wosing, Cameroon)

Putting their city-born children in touch 
with their cultural roots (Ewelle, Cameroon)

Building up support in election year 
(Luteba, Tanzania)

Migrants� engagement with home

Mamfe, Cameroon Yaounde, Cameroon Whitechapel and City of London

From African hometown � to national capital � to more distant cities �

A long and relatively well understood history of rural-urban migration in Africa shows that migrants retain ties to their hometown when in their new place of residence, often 
through hometown associations. These associations support migrants in the new location but importantly they may also undertake collective efforts to support development 
in the hometown. They have grown in number in recent years and, as well as development, they are becoming increasingly involved in local and national politics in Africa 
through ethnic patronage. However, as migration strategies have become more international, research has not kept pace. This three-year project looks at the networks 
created within and between Africa and the UK by four hometown associations: two from Cameroon, two from Tanzania. The research uses qualitative and quantitative 
methods to examine the geography of these associations and their contribution to development and politics in Africa. During fieldwork in Cameroon and Tanzania in 2005, 
members and non-members of the four case study associations were selected for in-depth interviews, group discussions and a questionnaire survey, both in the hometowns 
themselves and in regional and national urban centres. Interviews were also conducted with key informants such as traditional rulers, government officials and development 
workers. Questions focus on issues of development (who benefits from hometown association activities and how?), membership (who is a member, who is not?) and ideas of 
�home� (for those not residing in the hometown). In 2006, members of the diaspora from the four hometowns living in the UK will be interviewed. The research will 
contribute to policy debates about the role that diasporic groups can play in development, and to theoretical debates about associational life in Africa and identity among 
migrants.


